AIDE   TO   SIR   AUSTEN

foreign policy took a more decisive turn away from Geneva
and in the direction of the Conservative Central Office. In
the spring the rupture with Russia was successfully effected
through the raid on the premises of the Soviet trade dele-
gation at Arcos House. The brusque methods employed and
the scanty evidence collected seemed to suggest that the
British Government were trying to deal with the Soviet in
the approved style of the O.G.P.U. In the spring President
Doumergue, accompanied by M. Briand, paid a state visit.
Time was found amid all the exacting ceremonial for diplo-
matic parley. The comrmmique issued afterwards was signifi-
cant more for the choice than the substance of its words. In
describing Anglo-French relations the Entente Cordiale was
brought out of the drawer.

While Great Britain was narrowing the range of her
collaboration, she was finding difficulties in the way of
an Anglo-American naval treaty in particular and of
disarmament in general. The year 1927 is not an especially
dramatic one in the era of lost opportunities, but it is one
of the highest importance. In this year dominant conser-
vatism begins to make a virtue of necessity; and the
Labour spokesman who condemned Mr. Baldwin as the
* living embodiment of Mr. Facing-Bo th-Ways' was not
premature. By 1927 the British Government was set upon
a policy of resolute inaction. How far the Cabinet as a whole
was reconciled to the new emphasis will not be known until
another crop of political memoirs appears. It is probable
that unity was not seriously threatened, but unanimity was
to prove unobtainable, for Lord Robert Cecil was to emerge
a national personality by a resignation in the grand manner.

The specific issue on which Lord Cecil's grievance was
based was the deplorable breakdown of the Anglo-American
naval conversations which had been staggering on through-
out the summer in a welter of weariness and detail. Neither
Government had in mind to make any concession sufficient
to make any agreement worth while. The farce ended with
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